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Priority Medical Transport to assume patient care transports for CCH, surrounding area 

 
For Immediate Release 
(COLUMBUS, Neb.) – Priority Medical Transport is poised to assume interfacility patient care 
transports for Columbus Community Hospital and the surrounding area on January 11, 2021. A 
preferred provider agreement has been signed and arrangements for the base opening are well 
underway. Equipment, ambulances, and all necessary supplies have been purchased and 
several applicants are scheduled to be interviewed in the coming weeks. 
 
“We couldn’t be more excited and honored to be entrusted with caring for the patients of 
Columbus and its surrounding region,” said Dr. Jim Smith, Priority Medical co-owner and 
medical director. “CCH President and CEO Mike Hansen and his team have been a joy to work 
with and we look forward to working side by side in supporting the hospital’s mission to 
improve the health of the communities we serve.”  
 
Priority Medical first started operations in November 2015 in North Platte with two advanced 
life support ambulances, but in the short span of 5 years, they added bases in Kearney, 
Hastings, Lexington, McCook and soon Columbus. These locations ensure that Priority Medical 
is able to offer the most efficient and timely responses to all of eastern, central and western 
Nebraska, as well as northern Kansas. 
 
Priority Medical’s local owners and their families live and work in the communities they serve, 
and Priority Medical is fully committed to helping its patients in their time of need. 
 
“At Priority Medical, our employees are what make us great. Teamwork, professionalism, 
personal development and high-quality education are our foundation for providing the highest 
standards of patient care,” said Trev Kleinow, Priority Medical co-owner and CEO. 
 
Priority Medical staffs multiple advanced life support and basic life support ambulances 24 
hours a day, and provides high-quality basic and advanced life support, and critical care medical 
transport services.  
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These services, include: advanced airway management, trauma management, Bi-PAP/CPAP, 
pain and sedation management, ventilator management, obstetrical transports, fetal heart 
tone monitoring, chest tube management, 12 Lead EKG/STEMI management, IV medication 
administration, blood product administration, titration of IV infusion and bariatric patient 
transportation. 
 
Patients can depend on Priority Medical’s highly trained staff whether they need to be 
transported locally or over long distances to a higher-level medical care facility.   
 
In addition to providing these services, Priority Medical has been at the forefront in caring for 
COVID-19 patients throughout the state and this work was highlighted in the most recent 
Nebraska Hospital Association magazine. In the magazine, Leslie Marsh, chief executive officer 
of Lexington Regional Health Center, explained how Priority Medical became a vital component 
of their COVID-19 response in late April.  
 
“Dr. Jim Smith, and the Priority Medical crew became essential components of the LRHC team's 
response to COVID. Their outreach, expertise, willingness to listen, respond and help out, even 
at a personal cost, was the secret sauce that allowed us and, more importantly, the patients 
who desperately needed our care, to succeed. As the surge leveled off, the LRHC team felt like 
the team was a part of a newly formed, larger and stronger family," she said.  
 
CCH looks forward to working with Priority Medical in much the same way as together they face 
the challenge of COVID-19 and work to meet the needs of area patients.  
 
“The team at Priority Medical have proven themselves to be experts in their field and we are 
excited to work with them,” said Hansen. “We know they will provide outstanding service to 
our patients and everyone in who is in need of medical transport in our area.”  
 
For more information on Priority Medical Transport, visit www.prioritymt.com. For more 
information on CCH, visit www.columbushosp.org. 
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